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MANN -U-SCRIPT  

COMMISSIONED  16 NOVEMBER 1943                                                                                               DECOMMISSIONED 11 DECEMBER 1965 

MAIL REGISTRATION NOW!!!  

to attend our 23rd Annual Reunion 

In San Diego  
  APR. 29, 30, May 1 & 2          

2010 

Shipmates:  

  

I wish each of you a very Happy New Year.  I thank all the Association officers  

for the splendid manner in which they have executed their duties the past year.   

They continue to work very hard to make the Association the best in the country!  

I commend Don Godden and Jim Rogers for planning an outstanding reunion in San  

Diego.  I hope that you are making plans to attend.  You will find all the  

information concerning hotel accommodations and reunion activities in this issue  

of the newsletter.  

At the 2010 reunion, elections will be held to select Association officers to  

lead the organization for the next two years.  It is important for you to be in  

attendance for this important election.  

I encourage you to make your hotel reservations and submit you Reunion  

Registration form early.  A limited number of hotel rooms have been reserved for  

us so act now!  

I look forward to seeing you in San Diego, especially the new members that I  

hope will attend.  

Smooth sailing and fair winds.  

  

Richard 

RENEW OLD 

FRIENDSHIPS!  

&  

SHARE THE    

MEMORIES!!!  

Walt Baker, Treasurer of  the  Mann 
Reunion Association was recently elected 

President of the Silver Wings Fraternity  

who first experienced their thrill of solo 

flight over 25 years prior to joining  the 

organization. 

Walt has had his pilots license for 62 

years. When founded in 1958 the goal 

was to band together those pilots who had 

soloed  prior to 1933 and membership 
included  many of  the pioneers of 

aviation. 

Both current and former pilots of the 

fraternity are encouraged to band together 
in local chapters to perpetuate the 

memory of and  recognize  the 

contributions they  have made.  There are 

12 chapters in the USA and 
approximately 2500 members. Chapters 

are also in Canada, Europe and  South 

America. 

 

Walter Baker 
Reunion 

Association 

Treasurer  

LOOK FORéé. 

ñAbòWhite story  Pgs. 8 & 9 

461st Airborne Pg. 10 

NE Mini -Reunion Pg. 11 

http://www.geocities.com/ussgenmann/MannPtld1957


P a g e  2 

PLEASE 

If you have an 

address change let 

Ralph Smith, 

Secretary know. It  

is important that 

we keep in touch.  

We need to know  

how you are and 

where you are!! 

MANN-U-SCRIPT 

SECRETARY RALPH SMITH REPORT 

 

 

 

       

Ray Davis, 

Chaplain 

 .SINCE MY LAST NOTE IN THE NOVEMBER  

2009 ISSUE I HAVE MOVED TO A NEW 

LOCATION IN MY INDEPENDENT LIVING  

FACILITY.  MY ADDRESS IS NOW:  

      RALPH E. SMITH, SECRETARY  

      1801 E.KANESVILLE BLVD ï APT #104 

      COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA 51503-4768 

      PHONE: 712-328-9690 

      EMAIL:  resjoy@cox.net 

I HAVE BEEN KEPT FAIRLY BUSY REVIEWING  

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS AND SENDING OUT 

NUMEROUS DUES REMINDER NOTICES. 

I HAVE MAILED DUES NOTICES TO ALL  

MEMBERS THAT HAD A DUES EXPIRATION  

 DATE OF 12-31-2009 OR EARLIER.  I HAVE  

 HAD SOME GOOD RESPONSES FROM EARLIER  

MAILINGS IN OCTOBER.  WE NOW STAND AT  

 270 MEMBERS AND JOE ANTHONY,MEMBERSIP  

 

 

 

It was reported in the November 2009 issue of our newsletter that our Shipmate Leonard Rosebrock, 

USAF who served aboard the Mann as a passenger had been diagnosed with liver cancer was under-

going chemo treatment.  Sadly we must now report that Leonard passed away December 10, 2009.  

We must also report the passing of three additional Shipmates:  Betty Catania telephoned just before 

Christmas to inform us that her husband, our Shipmate Michael ñMikeò Catania, Phmc3c, passed 

away December 14, 2009 after a many years long struggle with cancer.  Mike was a Plankowner of 

the Mann, was one of the founding members and a former President, of our association.  Mike was 

good friend to all and he is sorely missed.  Our President Richard Higginbotham learned just before 

Christmas that our Shipmate Ned Robinson, LTJG passed away on December 20, 2009 after two 

weeks in the hospital with heart and lung issues.  Storekeeper Jim Rogers reported by telephone that 

he had learned of the recent death of our Shipmate Louise Murray, Spouse of our Shipmate Donald 

Murray, S/Sgt, USA.  It is with great sadness that these losses are reported.  They all will be missed 

not only by their immediate family but also by all of us in their extended family.  Our condolences 

are extended to their families. 

 

Our Secretary Ralph Smith learned January 12, 2010 by an e-mail from Spouse Hilda Laney that her 

husband, our Shipmate Roy W. Laney, SK3c is battling cancer and not able to be very active.  He 

would appreciate anyone from Mann service in the 1953-55 years who knew Roy dropping him a 

line to 200 Princeton Lane, C 8, Jemison AL 35085.  Let us all keep Roy and any others of our Ship-

mates and Spouses who may be experiencing health challenges in our daily thoughts and prayers. 

Stay well and always remember: 

 

From his fullness we have all received, 

grace upon grace 

 

John 1:16 

 

Ray Davis, Chaplain 

CHAPLAINôS REPORT 

CHAIRMAN, HAS QUITE A FEW NEW  

MEMBER PROSPECTS IN THE PIPELINE.  

HE LIKES TO KEEP ME BUSY.   

LOOK FORWARD TO VISITING WITH YOU  

AT THE REUNION IN SAN DIEGO IN APRIL  

2010. 

 

BEST REGARDS AND SMOOTH SAILING TO 

ALL.  

Ralph Smith, 

Secretary 

 

mailto:resjoy@cox.net


MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN REPORT      
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Joe Anthony,    
Membership     

Chairman 

Shipmates, 
 
Operation "In Search Of" created quite a bit of activity. We have had 43 
contacts from crew/passengers/dependents and I have ELEVEN new members to 
introduce to you: 
 
BAUER, George J. 
2959 Haymen Ave 
Vallejo, CA 94591 
707-642-3868 
 
George was on the Mann from 12/59-5/61. Came aboard as W-1 Bos'n and 
left as Ltjg. "Had a good BM1 and BMC to take care of things". Before 
the Mann, he served on the Miller, Idaho, and O'Bannon. Retired in 
Reserve Fleet, Vallejo in 1961. 
 
BURY, John J. and Cathy 
508 S. Old Middletown Rd. 
Media, PA 19063 
610-565-9473 
johnb1936@verizon.net 
 
John was a Navy (MR3) passenger from Yokuska, Japan to San Francisco in 
Nov 1957. He enlisted in the USNR in Feb '54 and retired as MR1 with 22 
years service - "never could make Chief, it was closed up tight". He 
also belongs to the Ponchatoula (AO-148) and San Pablo (AGS-30) 
Shipmates Associations. 
 
COLE, Phillip H. and Masako S. 
814 N. Jefferson 
Casper, WY 82601 
307-234-7269 
philcole@q.com 
 
Phil was a RM2(SS) passenger to Japan 29 Nov - 14 Dec 1964. He served on 
the Orleck (DD886), Gudgeon (SS-567), Swordfish (SSN-579), Stonewall 
Jackson (SSBN) 634, and Pollack (SSN-603). He retired in 1978 as 
RMC(SS). 
 
He graduated from Natrona County HS in Casper in 1958, one year ahead of 
Dick Cheney, and his grandfather was a third cousin of Jesse James. 
 
DEIBERT, Donald G. 
308 W. Chapel Lane 
Midland, MI 48640 
989-839-0363 
dondeibert@charter.net 
 
Don's father was George A. Deibert, who was one of 12 army officers 
stationed on the Mann in 1945. He served 5 years of active duty in WWII 
and remained in the Army Reserve after the war and retired in 1962 as a 
Colonel in the Transportation Corp. 
 
HALL, Joyce P. and Charles 
242 Lake Mabel Loop Rd. 
Lake Wales, FL 33898-7548 
863-439-3745 
jephall@mailbug.com 
 
Joyce was a Navy wife, traveling on the Mann 6/28 - 7/7/59, from Seattle 
to Yokohama, to join her husband in Oppama, Japan. She had a 22 month 

old son and a 4 month old daughter with her. She says it was a pleasant 
journey, and she remembers most about going to bed on Juy 2 and waking 
up on July 4th. Also, "Having been a Navy Wave myself, I enjoyed it 

all". 

KELL, James (Jim) F. and Patricia (Pat) 
1063 Torrey Pines Rd. 
Chula Vista, CA 91915 
619-482-1453 
jkell@cox.net 
 
Jim served on the Mann as DK3 and DK2 from April '56 - Jan '58 
 
LESLIE, Carlton and Geraldine 
258 Golden Rd. 
Hattieville, AR 72063 
501-354-0820 
 
Carlton was BT (E6) on the Mann '57 - '59 
 
QUIDACHAY, Juan and Glennis Jean 
4281 Caledonia Dr. 
San Diego, CA 92111-3611 
858-565-1492 
juan.quidachay@med.navy.mil 
 
Juan was PN2 on the Mann from Aug '64 until her decommissioning in Dec 
'65. He may have been the last crewman to leave the ship. 
 
ROSE Robert D. 
6 Juan Carlos Lane 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 
772-879-7352 
 
Robert was a passenger on the Mann in June 1944. He was an Army Air 
Force S/Sgt, Flight Engineer/Gunner. We took him from Patrick Henry, VA 
to Oran, North Africa. 
 
He says - "What an experience - 2 days at sea when the invasion of 
France was announced aboard the Mann." 
 
SCHMIDTZ, Eugene F. and Mary Ann 
1429 Huntley Rd. 
Bellingham, WA 98226 
360-398-2840 
 
Gene was MMFA/MMFN in #1 engine room from Oct '54 - June '55, when he 
was transferred to the USS Epperson (DDE 719). He advanced to MM1 and 
was discharged in Dec '57. He reenlisted in July '59 and went to O2/N2 
school learning to operate oxygen and nitrogen plants. He then served on 
the Coral Sea (CVA 430, Ranger (CVA 61), Shangri-La (CVA 38),Midway 
(CVA 
41) and Enterprise (CVAN 65). He made CPO in 1966 and retired as NCCM in 

Oct '99. 

 

McINTOSH,  Richard K. 

2640 Villa Ave.                                                                                                     
Clovia, CA 93612-4349                                                                                       

559-291-6292 

Dick served on the Mann as FN from 9/58 - 9/60 

 

We welcome each of these new shipmates aboard and hope to meet each one at a 

reunion  soon. 

 

Fair winds and smooth sailing 

Joe 
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