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COMMISSIONED  16 NOVEMBER 1943                                                                                               DECOMMISSIONED 11 DECEMBER 1965 

President Walter Baker & 

First Lady Sue Baker 

Hello Everyone: 

Heat got you down yet?  Its hovering around a 100 degrees in 
Gulf Breeze. Did everyone have fun in San Diego?  Thanks to 
Don, Helene and Jim for all the hard work on the reunion.  
San Diego is a great city.  I lived there for 7 years but how it 

has changed.  Thanks again Don, Helene and Jim! 

I am very proud to be your President.  I have had the pleasure 
for the last 8 years to work with the finest officers and will 
continue to keep the reunion going for many years to come.  
One thing I would like to see is, have the Mann-U-Script 
emailed to everyone with a computer, saving on postage to 

help bring our costs down.   

All information about Mobile, AL will be in the November 
MUS.  To receive your Mann-U-Script by email and in color 
send your email address to Richard Higginbotham at the 

following email address; richkat63@charter.net   

Hope you all have a great summer! 

Walt 

 Shipmates: 

It has been an honor and privilege to have served as your association president for the past four 

years.  It was a ñlabor of loveò for me.  I have passed the torch to a very able leader in Walt 

Baker.  Under his leadership our association will continue to be a strong organization. 

I thank all the officers, both elected and appointed, who have served with me over these years.  

They did an outstanding job which made my work very easy.  They carried out their duties and 

responsibilities in a very professional manner. 

I look forward to continue to serve the association as your treasurer.  You can rest assured that I 

will endeavor to perform this duty in accordance with our by-laws as it pertains to the duties and 

responsibilities of the office of treasurer. 

Richard 

PAST PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

 

SEE PAGES 8 & 9 

For the conclusion of the 

Albert ñAbò White story 

aboard the USS General 

W.A. Mann (AP112) 

http://www.geocities.com/ussgenmann/MannPtld1957
http://i157.photobucket.com/albums/t72/gbbp/comments/holidays/fourth-of-july/usa_july9.gif
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=american+flag+clip+art


P a g e  2 

PLEASE 

If you have an 

address change let 

Ralph Smith, 

Secretary know. It  

is important that 

we keep in touch.  

We need to know  

how you are and 

where you are!! 

MANN-U-SCRIPT 

SECRETARY RALPH SMITH REPORT 

 

 

 

       

Ray Davis, 

Chaplain 

CHAPLAINôS REPORT 

Ralph Smith, 

Secretary 

SECRETARY( RALPH SMITH) REPORT 

I HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND 

THE 23RD REUNION HELD IN SAN DIEGO, 

CA. IT WAS NICE MEETING SOME NEW 

SHIPMATES AND REKINDLING SOME 

OLD FRIENDSHIPS FROM OVER THE 

YEARS. ABOUT EVERY TWO MONTHS 

I SEND OUT DUES REMINDER NOTICES 

AND HAVE HAD SOME RELATIVELY GOOD 

REPLIES. IF YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS 

YOUR PHONE NUMBER OR EMAIL ADDRESS 

PLEASE INFORM THE SECRETARY BY EITHER 

EMAIL TO: resjoy@cox.net OR CALL ME 

ON MY CELL PHONE AT: (402)598-8013. 

BEST REGARDS TO ALL AND SMOOTH 

SAILING. 

 

A telephone call in March 2010 from Shipmate Norm ñFrenchieò Proulx advised of the passing on 

March 13, 2010 of our Shipmate Ralph E. ñJakeò Skinner, SN.  We are grateful that, living in the 

same area of Northern California, Shipmate Proulx and our Shipmate Mike Falzone were able to 

represent our membership at the Memorial Service for Shipmate Skinner, but sad to report it was 

then we learned of the passing of his wife, Shipmate Helen Skinner during the year 2009. Since our 

last report in the February newsletter we also learned of the passing in April of 2009 of our Ship-

mate Jack J. Hayes, MM1c, who was a Plankowner.  Shipmate Don Godden reported that our Ship-

mate Tony Romano lost two sisters: Rose passed away on March 1, 2010, followed by his sister 

Louise on March 3, 2010.  It is with sadness that these losses are reported.  Our condolences are 

extended to the families. 

 

From the ñsick bayò listing we learn that during the night of March 21, 2010 our Shipmate Joyce 

Smith, spouse of our Secretary Ralph Smith, had a bad fall, but, after X-rays and a CAT scan, she 

was returned to her assisted living facility ï and Shipmate Smith reported at our San Diego reunion 

that she was doing OK.  We also learned that the reason Shipmate Billy Chism and spouse Ship-

mate Frances Chism could not be with us in San Diego was that Frances just had knee surgery. 

 

Letôs all keep Joyce, Frances and any others of our Shipmates and Spouses who may be experienc-

ing health challenges in our daily thoughts and prayers. 

Stay well and remember: 

 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 

the conviction of things not seen 

 

               Hebrews 11:1 

Ray Davis, Chaplain 
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Steve Postolka 
Membership     

Chairman 

This is my first report since assuming the duties from Joe Anthony during the San Diego Reunion. 

 

I want to express my appreciation for the job Joe has done for the past 10 years or so and hope I can 

continue with the same type of results. 

 

I have sent out information packets to four individuals that expressed interest in our Association.  As 

of this date, none have responded. 

 

I also went through all the old applications that Joe sent me and have contacted several former mem-

bers about rejoining.  I did receive one response.  This individual served with one of our newer 

members, Juan Quidachay, and thanks to Juan I think he will rejoin our association in the future and 

if so will report him in the next issue. 

 

So, in summary, this would be called a negative report.  Hopefully, in future issues I will have more 

positive items to talk about. 

 

Hope everyone has a great summer. 

 

Until the next time, this is 

 

Steve Postolka ï over and out 

San Diego Reunion Recap 

 

Hi Shipmates and Mates, 

 The San Diego Reunion has come and gone.  We didnôt have high numbers in group size but we think those who attended 

had an enjoyable time. 

 We had a pre-reunion dinner at the newly renovated Bali Hai Restaurant on Shelter Island.  While we were dining, we had 

a fabulous view of the San Diego skyline, North Island and San Diego Bay. 

 The Welcome Aboard Party had forty participants.  We welcomed new members James and Patricia Kell, Juan and Glennis 

Quidachay and Richard McIntosh and guest, Ken Pipes.  In addition, guests of other shipmates were also introduced. 

 Friday was a full day with a tour of the U.S.S. Midway (CV-41), a nice Memorial Service at Fort Rosecrans and conclud-
ing with a two hour narrated Harbor Cruise complete with box lunch.  We had veggie trays, sandwiches and drinks available after 

the tour in the Hospitality Room.  

 The General Meeting for members kicked off Saturday morning followed by viewing and betting on the Kentucky Derby 
in the afternoon.  The Bon Voyage Banquet had forty-seven attendees.  Two tables featured family and guests of Jim Rogers and 

Lowell Fetters, respectively.  James Kell was our guest speaker.  He told of his POW experiences, while aboard the U.S.S. Pueblo. 

 Sunday morning at breakfast, we said our good-byes until next year at Mobile.  The Coordinating Committee thanks those 

who attended and we hope you all had a good time. 

 

     Jim Rogers, Helene & Don Godden     
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