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President Walter Baker  

First Lady Sue Baker 

I hope you all are surviving the hot weather, running from 95 to 
102 plus heat index.  For those who did not attend the Mobile 
Reunion, you missed a great time.  Fourteen early birds had     
dinner at Mobileôs finest restaurant, Wintzells Oyster House.  
Next morning we boarded a bus for a tour, with first stop at the 
USS Alabama for photos and a visit to the ships store for 
souvenirs then on  to a tour through Mobileôs historic district 
and to the Cathedral for our Memorial Service.  From there we 
went to the Bellingrath Gardens with lunch in the Magnolia 
restaurant.  We then toured the home and gardens on our own. 
We then boarded the Southern Belle for a tour of the river and 

the waterfowl. 

After numerous attempts to arrange hotel accommodations for 
our 25th reunion in Pompano Beach, with NO answers we will 
hold the 2012 Reunion in Jacksonville, Florida.  The November 

Mann-U-Script will have all that information. 

Best Wishes, 

Walt 

USS ALABAMA  

Due to the death of our shipmate 
Richard Higginbotham I have 
appointed Joe Anthony, Treasurer 

and Steve Postolka, Historian. 

Walter Baker, President 

WANTED  
A webmaster to take 
care of our USS Gen-

eral W.A. Mann 

(AP112) 

WEBSITE 

PLEASE CHECK OUT PAGES 7, 8, and 9 
These 3 pages are copies of  the first pages Jerry Bligh sent out to prospective 
members telling them of our first Reunion April 30th thru May 3rd 1987.  I did 

not know Jerry but did know that he was a tireless worker in bringing us all 

together going on 25 years ago.  More will be presented in subsequent issues. 

OUR 24TH REUNION IN MOBILE, AL WAS FUN FOR ALL!  

http://www.geocities.com/ussgenmann/MannPtld1957


P a g e  2 

PLEASE 

If you have an address 

change let Ralph 

Smith, Secretary know. 

It  is important that we 

keep in touch.  We 

need to know  how you 

are and where you 

are!! 

MANN-U-SCRIPT 

SECRETARY RALPH SMITH REPORT 

 

 

 

 

 It is with great sadness and sense of loss that we must report the passing of eight of our Shipmates ï three of whom 

have been very active in our Association over the years. 

It was with shock and sadness we learned of the passing of our Shipmate and Association Treasurer Richard E. 

Higginbotham, SM2c on May 27, 2011.  Those who attended our 2011 reunion in Mobile had enjoyed the fellowship 

of Richard and Kathryn  less than a month earlier.  Richard will be greatly missed by the Association and all his many friends.  He had served 

as our President, Historian, Webmaster and Treasurer and was a great leader for our Association.  Our condolences go to Kathryn and all the 

family. 

It was also with sadness we learned of the passing of our Shipmate and Association Master At Arms John Papasergia, PhM2c on 

Easter Sunday, April 24, 2011.  While we knew that Pappy and Mildred had experienced health challenges for several years, it was a shock to 

learn of his death.  He will be greatly missed by all.  Our condolences go to Mildred and the family.   

We also mourn the loss of our Shipmate and Chaplain Rev.Richard Hunter, LTJG on February 25, 2011.  We were aware that Rev. 

Hunter had been ill and in the hospital, but were saddened at his passing.  Our condolences go to Sara and family. 

Pat Wallace, Peggy and Chet Glenn e-mailed to advise of the passing of their father, our Shipmate Chester Glenn, who served on the 

Mann from 1945 to 1947 passed away on May 31, 2011.  He was buried at the Tahoma National Cemetery in Washington State. 

A returned mailing from the Hall family advised of the passing of our Associate Member Shipmate Joyce P.Hall during 2010. 

We learned from Melissa Wheaton that her father, our Shipmate William E. (Bill) Horner, MM1c passed away on February 16, 

2011.  Bill was a plankowner and was buried with his USS Mann cap that he wore often.  His spouse Marilynn has the flag presented during 

the Military Funeral Service. 

Shipmate and MUS Editor Dick Taylor was advised by a telephone call that our Shipmate Charles Purcell, RDM2c passed away 

during the year 2010.  Our Shipmate Joe Anthony remembers spending many fun liberties with Charles in Pearl and San Francisco. 

A family member has advised that our Shipmate Harold N. Wood, COL, USA who was a passenger on the Mann died during the 

year 2006. 

Our condolences are extended to the families of all of these Shipmates. 

 

We also must report on our ñsick bayò listing several Shipmates who were unable to attend the 2011 reunion due to illness/health 

challenges.  Shipmate Miriam Anthony is having problems with her shoulder; Shipmate Helene Godden is experiencing pain due to a leg prob-

lem; Shipmate Ralph Richardson was in the hospital and rehab for 34 days because of an artery aneurism; Shipmate Jim Rogers had to have a 

knee replacement and while recovering he has experienced other health problems, and will enter the Sunrise Senior Living facilit y soon; Ship-

mate Jeneva Wirey is having problems with her legs.  No doubt there are others of whom we are not aware.  Please keep all these Shipmates 

and any others you know of in your thoughts and prayers.  Stay well and remember: 

 

Everything created by God is good. 

 

1 Timothy 4:4 

CHAPLAINôS REPORT  -  Chaplain, Ray Davis 

Ralph Smith, 

Secretary 

Unfortunately I was un-
able to attend the Reun-
ion in Mobile, AL in 
April.  I would like to 
say Thank you to Dick 
Taylor for stepping up 
and taking the minutes 
for me.  Since my last 
report we have unfortu-
nately had quite a few 
members decease.  I had 
the opportunity to go to 

Arlington National  

Cemetery in May to visit 
the newly erected grave-
stone for my wife.  This 
was a very trying period 
but was something I 
needed to do.  I also vis-
ited the gravesite of 
Robert Nolan, who was 
the Secretary before I 
took over from interim 

Secretary Bill Weaver.   

At the present time we  

have a membership of 
240.  We still have 21 
plank owners, however 
many of them cannot 

travel to attend reunions. 

Hopefully our 25th will 
be one that everyone will 

make an effort to attend. 

 

LOOK FOR DETAILS 
IN FUTURE MANN-U-

SCRIPTS!! 



MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN REPORT      
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Steve Postolka 
Membership     

Chairman 

JULY 2011 

Hello to all shipmates 

I have the following new members to introduce to you: 

 

EDWARDS, Lloyd F 

1105 McHenry Dr., 

Glen Burnie, Maryland 21061 

443 794 1286 

Lloyd was a Marine Corps PFC and was onboard as part of the permanent Marine Detachment from Sep 

l943 to Sep l945.  He attended the Mobile reunion and when introduced gave an interesting talk about his 

experiences while onboard. 

 

ASHBY, John W 

213 Hunters Run 

Waco, Texas 76712 

254-744-8360 

nyseguy@hot.rr.com 

John was a passenger during the summer of 63 when the Mann took a group of  Scouts to Japan and back. 

 

CRAVEN, Gene A 

16823 GA Hwy 16 East 

Monticello, GA 31064 

706 468 0809 

eileensolt@gmail.com 

Gene was ships company from Aug 46 to Sep 49 and discharged as a FN. 

 

Hope everyone has a great summer.  Here in Illinois we have had the coolest, wettest spring on record and 

are still waiting for warm weather. 

Fair winds and following seas 

 

Steve Postolka 

R. PRITCHETT   J. ANTHONY   J. DICKS   C. RAFLOWITZ  

G. MILICH   C. BAGWELL   L. MARBELLA   P. COLE 

R. JUDGE  R. LAVELLE   J. ROGERS  T. BLANCHETTE  

J. PAPASERGIA  L. EISENBERG  R. LAVELLE, SR.   A. ARCHAMBAULT  

R. STRICKLAND   T. GINDELE   G. JOLY   D. GOODEN 

D. SMITH   R. RICHARDSON  E. BYRNES  R. SMITH  

F. GREEN  M. WADE   J. BILOTTI   G. MILLER  

G. WIREY   C. HERGESHEIMER  R. HIGGINBOTHAM  J. HILL  

R. DAVIS   D. BODENMULIER   W. BAKER   R.CHABOT 

2010 - 2011 

BOOSTER 

CLUB 

MEMBERS 

ðððððð- 

THANK YOU!  

mailto:nyseguy@hot.rr.com
mailto:eileensolt@gmail.com
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